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Ralph "Sam" Wilkerson, Jr.

Springfield, IL
Monday, December 4, 2023
1963-2023 (Age 60)
Ralph “Sam” Wilkerson, Jr., 60, of Springfield, passed away on Monday, December 4, 2023 at
Barnes Jewish Hospital. He was born on April 5, 1963 in Springfield, IL. He married his high school
sweetheart, Stacey Jo Dodd and she survives.

Also surviving Sam are his daughters, Cassidy Dodd and Taylor Dodd, both of Springfield;
grandchild, Rylee (Toby McTamney) of Springfield; brother, Jimmy Cottrill of Springfield; and several
nieces, nephews and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his mother, Conzona “Connie” Cleary; grandparents, George and
Velma Kelley; and beloved pup, Lucy.

He attended high school in both Athens and Springfield, then graduated from Lanphier in 1981. He
worked for the City of Springfield for over 30 years and retired as the Director of Motor Vehicle
Parking. After retirement, he went on to work for Downtown Parking Inc. He loved racing sprint cars
at all the various dirt tracks in Central IL. He had a love for vintage cars, especially his prized 1966
Impala SS. You could find Sam attending and supporting many of the athletics at Illinois College,
which was near and dear to him. He was an avid white tail deer hunter, and recently became a
chicken farmer at the hobby farm in Cantrall. On top of these hobbies, he was talked into flipping
homes by his beloved wife, Stacey. He also loved being a “dance dad” at Radiate Dance Co.

Visitation: 3:00 – 6:00 PM, Friday, December 8, 2023 at Staab Funeral Home – Springfield.
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Funeral Service: 6:00 PM, Friday, December 8, 2023 at Staab Funeral Home – Springfield with Pastor
Calvin Miller officiating. Cremation will be accorded following services.

Burial will take place at Oak Hill Cemetery.

Memorial contributions may be made to Illinois College Varsity Club.

Share stories & photos at StaabObituary.com (https://www.staabfuneralhomes.com/obituaries/Ralph-Samuel-

Wilkerson-Jr?obId=30057780)
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“Professional Responsibility” protects the daily obituary. LocalObituary.com and the Authorized
Licensed Funeral Provider “Thank You for Helping.”

Notice

To the extent allowed under State law, the decedent’s name, image and likeness are protected
under this State’s Right of Publicity laws and should not be reproduced, copied, distributed,
republished, or otherwise displayed for commercial purposes unless specifically authorized.

©2023 All Content Obituary SystemsTM, LLC

An Important Message

Certified Obituary ServicesSM, A Social EnterpriseSM, is a Sustainable, Interdependent & Effective
Partnership among State, National & International Funeral Director Associations, Professional
Affiliates, and Newspapers, Facilitated by your Local Funeral Home.

LocalObituary.com, a Quality Brand Service MarkSM, is active as a vital community service
available only through your Local Funeral Home. 

Other Quality Brand Service MarksSM, pending development, will soon connect the Local
Community with Caring Professionals.  

Active Development 
Community Service
Local ObituarySM

Pending Development 
Community Service
iGrieveSM
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